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INTRODUCTION1

When the apostle Paul described the ancient Gentile world in
Romans 1:26 as having “vile affections,” he put it mildly. The apostle
went on to write:

For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even
their women did change the natural use into that which is against
nature: And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the
woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men
working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves
that recompence of their error which was meet. And even as they
did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them
over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not
convenient; Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication,
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder,
debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, Backbiters, haters of God,
despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient
to parents, Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without
natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing the
judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy
of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do
them (Rom. 1:26-32).

Nothing illustrates the apostle’s point better than the story of the
death of Alexander the Great’s father, Philip of Macedon. To put it
bluntly, Philip was murdered by a scorned and jealous homosexual
lover. His name was Pausanias. For a time Philip satisfied his perverted
carnal desires with him. Eventually, Philip ditched him and involved
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another boy in his sodomy. Jealous, Pausanias publicly ridiculed the
new paramour (who died in battle to save Philip) drawing the ire of his
friend Attalus, Philip’s uncle. Attalus got Pausanias drunk, and then
had him mercilessly gang raped by his court. Afterward, Pausanias
remonstrated to Philip, who did nothing. Spurned, Pausanias took
matters into his own hands (likely at the instigation of Alexander the
Great’s mother, Olympias, and Alexander’s complicity), and murdered
Philip. As Pausanias fled the murder scene, three of Alexander’s men
overtook him and killed him on the spot.2 These events took place
roughly 400 years before the apostle Paul set foot in the same Macedo-
nia (Acts 16:12).

Paul’s final exhortation in Romans 1:32 implicates not only those
who are materially involved in lawlessness, but those who incite such
behavior with their false doctrines. Those who teach men to so behave
are considered by heaven equally guilty. Within such a historical
context, the apostles’ admonition to the church at Ephesus is immi-
nently practical—“And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness, but rather reprove them” (Eph. 5:11).

The Greeks had an infamous history of wickedness, but Ephesus
itself was no city void of sinful behavior. It was the site of the famous
temple of Artemis/Diana, one of the seven wonders of the ancient
world. While the Olympian goddess Artemis was considered a patron
of hunting, wilderness, and young women, the Artemis of Ephesus was
a mother goddess and had been syncretized with a more eastern flair,
presumably with an orientation toward fecundity (fruitfulness). Artemis
was the patron goddess of Ephesus, and in pre-Roman times her cult
was initially headed by a eunuch. Later, the Romans delivered
leadership of the cult over to virgin priestesses of the daughters of the
local aristocracy. While the cult of the temple itself was not associated
with promiscuity, the ancient world was rife with fornication, and other
eastern cults within the city were heavily involved in such affairs. The
temple of Artemis was also the center for finances and banking during
Paul’s time, and it is primarily economic concerns (covetousness) that
motivated Demetrius to instigate the riot at Ephesus recorded in Acts
19:23-41.3

Paul’s reference to covetousness as idolatry in Ephesians 5:5 finds
a close association in this historical background. It is with little wonder
that Paul’s admonitions in Ephesians 5 center on fornication, covetous-
ness, filthy talking, and uncleanness. Great social pressure was placed
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upon the city’s inhabitants to be involved in the Artemisian cult, which
was thought to bring fruitfulness to the region. Evidently, enough social
pressure was leveraged against the denizens of Ephesus that Paul twice
instructs the Christians at Ephesus not to partake nor have fellowship
with these “unfruitful works of darkness” (Eph. 5:7, 11, emphasis
added). The goddess the Ephesians considered to be fruitful was really
unfruitful, a brazen denunciation by the apostle.

SCRIPTURAL CONTEXT OF EPHESIANS 5:11

The context of the book of Ephesians concerns the church as the
pure bride of Christ (Eph. 5:27). This image is in contradistinction to
the notion of Artemis as a goddess of premarital stewardship. Peck
says: “Almost everywhere young girls revered the virgin goddess as the
guardian of their maiden years, and before marriage they offered up to
her a lock of their hair, their girdle, and their maiden garment.”4 Paul’s
imagery of the church as a pure maiden is not accidental to this
historical context. That it is Christ who both purifies the church for
marriage, and to whom the church, as a bride, is espoused eclipses and
undercuts the role of Artemis as premarital steward altogether,
rendering her unfruitful. Rather, it is only the church’s marriage to
Christ that produces true fecundity. Paul taught: “Wherefore, my
brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that
ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the
dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God” (Rom. 7:4, emphasis
added).

The pure bride of Christ, however, cannot behave in just any
fashion. She is espoused to the one who is: “Far above all principality,
and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named,
not only in this world, but also in that which is to come” (Eph. 1:21).
He is her head, and she “is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all
in all” (1:22-23). As such, she has been made alive by Christ having
been “dead in trespasses and sins” (2:1), saved by grace through faith
(2:8). She is the place of reconciliation of all men unto God (2:16), and
especially the Gentiles (3:6). As Christ’s bride, she must endeavor “to
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (4:3). To do this,
entails a commitment to a set of positive and negative behaviors such
as: not lying, but speaking the truth in love (4:15, 25), not walking as
the other Gentiles walk, but putting on the new man (4:17, 24), not
stealing, but working to earn a living (4:28), not using corrupt speech,
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but words that minister grace (4:29), not being malicious, but kind,
tenderhearted, and forgiving (4:31-32). In short, she must imitate God
(5:1), walk in love as exemplified by the sacrifice of Christ (5:2), and
“walk as children of light” (5:8).

By contrast, the unfruitful works of darkness are those works
committed by Gentiles impassioned and inflamed with “the lusts of our
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind” (Eph. 2:3).
These are “without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope,
and without God in the world” (2:12). They have their “understanding
darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance
that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: Who being past
feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all
uncleanness with greediness” (4:18-19). This old man of sin is “corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts” (4:22). These commit fornication, are
covetous, engage in foolish talking, and are in darkness. To sum it up,
they are the “children of disobedience” (2:2; 5:6).

In Ephesians 5:1-13, Paul contrasts two camps: the “children of
light” and the “children of disobedience.” The “children of light”
cannot have anything to do with the “children of disobedience” and
hope to maintain their fundamentally different character. The “children
of light” cannot be partakers with the “children of disobedience.” The
Greek word for “partaker” is summetochos and it means to be a joint
partner in some enterprise. The “children of light,” (who are fruitful in
their relationship with Christ) can have no fellowship with the
“children of disobedience,” the “unfruitful works of darkness.” The
Greek word for “fellowship” is sugkoinoneo. It means to join in
alongside of another in a common effort. The children of light must
neither be joint partners nor those who join in a common effort with the
children of disobedience.

THE IRRECONCILABILITY OF LIGHT vs. DARKNESS

In Scripture, light is a metaphor for Truth, righteousness, and
goodness. Darkness is a metaphor for ignorance, falsehood, and
wickedness. These metaphors originate from the common experience
humanity has with both light and darkness. Light illuminates so that we
may see that which is before us. Darkness, however, obscures, and
makes it difficult to see and distinguish our path and the objects therein.
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God’s Word, the reservoir of Truth, is set forth in Scripture as the
light because it illuminates the world of the moral and religious, a
world obscured by man’s sin. The Psalmist wrote: “Thy word is a lamp
unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Ps. 119:105). Proverbs 6:23
states: “For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and
reproofs of instruction are the way of life.” And, Peter says: “We have
also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn,
and the day star arise in your hearts” (2 Pet. 1:19). Each of these
passages makes reference to the fact that God’s Word is the light which
illuminates the mind of man for the purpose of moral guidance.

The Bible also references the source of Truth (both God and Christ)
as the light. The Psalmist writes of the Lord: “For thou wilt light my
candle: the Lord my God will enlighten my darkness” (Ps. 18:28), and
“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?” (Ps. 27:1).
The apostle John wrote: “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all”
(1 Jn. 1:5). Jesus said: “I am the light of the world: he that followeth me
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life” (Jn. 8:12).
Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 4:6, “For God, who commanded the light
to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” Like the
Sun, the physical source of light, God and Christ are the source of
spiritual light, Truth.

Scripture also sets forth darkness as the antithesis of Truth:
ignorance and error. In speaking of the wicked, the Psalmist says:
“They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in
darkness: all the foundations of the earth are out of course” (Ps. 82:5).
Proverbs 4:19 says: “The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know
not at what they stumble.” In John 12:35, Jesus said: “Yet a little while
is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come
upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he
goeth.” John wrote: “But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and
walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that
darkness hath blinded his eyes” (1 Jn. 2:11). Hence, darkness is
ignorance, moral obscurity, an occasion of stumbling, lack of direction,
and spiritual blindness.

It is not surprising, then, to find the Bible frequently contrasting the
notions of light and darkness, Truth and error, God and Satan—these
things are irreconcilable! Isaiah 5:20 pronounces a woe upon those who
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seek to mingle the two, declaring: “Woe unto them that call evil good,
and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that
put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” About the fact that Jesus’
teaching is irreconcilable with darkness, John wrote: “In him was life;
and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and
the darkness comprehended it not” (Jn. 1:4-5). He also records Jesus as
saying that those who follow Him cannot be both enlightened and
obscured. He quotes Jesus saying: “I am the light of the world: he that
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life”
(Jn. 8:12).

Paul described his mission to the Gentiles, in Acts 26:18, as one
that brings individuals out of the one and into the other—“To open
their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power
of Satan unto God.” And, in 2 Corinthians 6:14, Paul wrote that there
is no fellowship between the two, saying: “Be ye not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?”

The apostle Peter echoed those sentiments, stressing: “But ye are
a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called
you out of darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Pet. 2:9). Clearly, as
metaphors of Truth and error, light and darkness are contradictory and
wholly incompatible with one another. This is a fundamental rule of
basic logic, the law of non-contradiction; every precisely stated
proposition cannot be both true and false! Precisely stated propositions
must be either true or false; this is the law of the excluded middle.
Hence, there is no middle ground between Truth and error, between
light and darkness. Such is how Paul uses the metaphors of light and
darkness when he said:

For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the
Lord: walk as children of light: (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all
goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is accept-
able unto the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather reprove them. For it is a shame
even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.
But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light:
for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. Wherefore he saith,
Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ
shall give thee light (Eph. 5:8-14).
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THE OBJECTIVE OF LIGHT vs.
THE OBJECTIVE OF DARKNESS—

A FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCE OF CHARACTER

The works of children of the light and the works of children of
disobedience are fundamentally irreconcilable because they have two
different objectives in mind. Ephesians 5:1-2 teaches us the primary
objectives of the children of light. Children of light are concerned about
1) imitating (Greek: mimetes) God, and 2) walking in love as Christ
walked. Children of light seek to imitate God because, as the One who
is Himself light (“God is light, and in him is no darkness at all” 1 Jn.
1:5), they are His children. Noting that the character of children reflects
their parentage, John wrote: “In this the children of God are manifest,
and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not
of God, neither he that loveth not his brother” (1 Jn. 3:10). The
character of the children of the devil is opposed to the character of the
children of God because the devil’s character is the opposite of God’s.
God’s character is righteous and loving. Hence, God’s children are
righteous and loving. The devil’s character, on the other hand, is
neither righteous nor loving; hence, the devil’s children are not
righteous and not loving. John’s implication is that unlike the children
of the devil, the children of God practice righteousness, and they
continue to love their brothers. Not only that, they love their enemies
too, because again their desire is to be like their Father in heaven:

But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the
children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his
sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the
just and on the unjust (Mt. 5:44-45, emphasis added).

Loving as God loves is the objective of the children of light.
However, imitating God’s love and walking in love as Christ loved

us are not small objectives. God is love (1 Jn. 4:16) and to imitate
God’s love is to love as Jesus loved. Jesus loved his brother by laying
down His own life. This was in keeping with His teaching: “Greater
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends”
(Jn. 15:13). It is His example that truly exemplifies God’s love. That is
why John penned: “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he
laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren” (1 Jn. 3:16). Paul’s words in Ephesians 5:2 are not accidental
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to the notion of imitating God because it is precisely the death and
sacrifice of Christ that demonstrates God’s love. So, he exhorts the
children of light to “walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath
given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a
sweetsmelling savour” (Eph. 5:2).

Here, Paul’s reference to the death of Christ highlights its overarch-
ing purpose, i.e., His death was “an offering and a sacrifice to God for
a sweetsmelling savour.” This terminology would not escape Paul’s
Jewish readers because they would recognize it as a reference to the
levitical offerings under the Mosaic law. The sweet smelling savor was
the description given to those sacrifices offered by fire (Ex. 29:18; Lev.
1:9). Some of these offerings given up for a sweet savor were sin
offerings (Lev. 4:29-31), and it is this to which the apostle has
reference. It was Christ’s death and sacrifice as an offering for sin that
demonstrated God’s love. Paul wrote: “But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom.
5:8). Christ died that sinners might be forgiven and that God’s enemies
might be reconciled to Him. Christ gave Himself as a sacrifice so that
men might have their sins forgiven. Hebrews 10:12 says: “But this
man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the
right hand of God.”

Sin was the reason Christ died. It is what put Christ on the cross. It
is what separated and separates man from God today (Isa. 59:2; Rom.
6:23). This means that as long as an individual continues to practice
sin, he cuts himself off from the sacrifice of Christ. Hebrews 10:26-27
makes this very clear—“For if we sin wilfully after that we have
received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice
for sins, But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery
indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.” To walk in love as
Christ walked means, among other things, that we must cease to
practice sin in our lives. This is why Paul says:

But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not
be once named among you, as becometh saints; Neither filthi-
ness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient:
but rather giving of thanks. For this ye know, that nowhoremon-
ger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater,
hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God (Eph.
5:3-5).
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Fornication, covetousness, and filthy language are sins that militate
against loving one’s brother. Moreover, those who practice such things
are not imitating God. Christ’s selfless sacrifice demonstrates God’s
love and His selflessness! Fornication, covetousness, and filthy
language are selfish pursuits. Hence, one cannot practice these things
without being selfish, the antithesis of God’s love. Paul warned
Timothy about selfish men when he said:

For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, inconti-
nent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady,
highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;
Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from
such turn away (2 Tim. 3:2-5).

One cannot be both selfless and selfish in the same moment. One must
be either one or the other. Imitating God means being selfless. Sinful
behavior, however, is selfish. Hence, one cannot continue to practice
sin and expect to inherit the kingdom of Christ and of God, a kingdom
that is ruled by the selflessness of God’s character! Sin is serious, and
disinheritance of God’s kingdom shows how serious sin really is.
Moreover, in order to protect the Christian from committing sin, and
thus ensure that he continues to walk in love as Christ walked, he must
cut himself off from those evil influences that would entice him to
practice sin in his life. He cannot be a partaker with those who commit
sin—he cannot have fellowship with unfruitful works of darkness.

NO FELLOWSHIP IS PERMITTED BECAUSE
OF THE DESTRUCTIVE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN

Moreover, not only must he refuse those who practice sin, he is not
permitted even to listen to those who would entice him to sin. In
Ephesians 5:6-7, Paul continues: “Let no man deceive you with vain
words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the
children of disobedience. Be not ye therefore partakers with them.” Sin
is deceitful, and those who commit sin lie in wait to deceive (Eph.
4:14). They deceive through vain/empty words. These words are
vain/empty, because they are false. Those who speak such vain/empty
words are false teachers, and liars. The words they use to deceive
regarding the practice of sin never come to pass. These words would
have us believe that sin is innocent and that it has good consequences
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(Pro. 1:13-14). These words are false. Sin never delivers what it
promises. The consequences of sin are always disastrous. Those who
entice to sin, therefore, are false prophets. Solomon wrote: “My son, if
sinners entice thee, consent thou not” (Pro. 1:10). Do not agree with
their false teaching; do not consent to their false prophesying concern-
ing the consequences of sin.

The truth about sin is that it only offers slavery to those who
practice it. Jesus said: “Whosoever committeth sin is the servant
(Greek: doulos/slave) of sin” (Jn. 8:34). Sin binds the heart of the one
committing it to commit it repeatedly, because one is never satisfied
with just sinning once. The more one commits sin, the more difficult it
is to extract oneself from doing it. Thus, one becomes enslaved to an
ongoing practice of sin. The sin becomes the master and the sinner
becomes the slave. He ends up being addicted to his own lusts, of the
flesh, of the eyes, and of the pride of life (1 Jn. 2:16). These works of
darkness are truly unfruitful. Plants that bring forth good fruit yield
their bounty for the benefit of something outside of themselves. These
works of darkness are unfruitful precisely because they benefit no one,
not even those who practice them. They are wholly selfish, unproduc-
tive and unfruitful.

The end of a life of sin is eternal death and the wrath of God. Paul
says, “for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the
children of disobedience” (Eph. 5:6). Again, he said: “For the wrath of
God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteous-
ness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness” (Rom. 1:18). The
last part of this verse should be translated, “who hold down the truth by
unrighteousness.” It is a picture of those who refuse to allow God’s
Truth to work in their lives because they have filled their lives with sin,
and there is no room for the Truth. False teachers and false prophets fit
this bill. They hold down the Truth by unrighteousness. By holding
down the Truth, they are holding down God, because God is the source
of all Truth. They embrace darkness instead of light. Is it any wonder
that God would be angry with them? They have really rejected God as
He told Samuel when Israel desired a king: “[T]hey have not rejected
thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them”
(1 Sam. 8:7). False teachers and false prophets are works of darkness
because they oppose the source of Truth—God. Every falsehood is a
slap in the face of God because God is the source of all reality, and
Truth is wholly consistent with reality, both physical and spiritual, but
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especially spiritual reality. Thus, God, as the source of spiritual reality,
is the source of spiritual Truth also. To speak falsehood is to speak
against God. “Be not ye therefore partakers with them” (Eph. 5:7).

In contrast to those who practice sin, and the evil consequences that
follow in sin’s wake, Paul says: “For the fruit of the Spirit is in all
goodness and righteousness and truth” (Eph. 5:9). The King James
Version reads “the fruit of the Spirit.” However, “light” has support
from the oldest and best textual traditions.5 It is also more consistent
with the immediate context. Paul’s point is that the consequences of
walking as a child of light are beautiful; goodness, righteousness and
truth result. These are fruitful works of light! These are consequences
not to be regretted. Such consequences cannot be expected from those
who practice sin, the unfruitful works of darkness. Hence, we should
have no fellowship with them.

UNFRUITFUL WORKS OF DARKNESS
MUST BE REPROVED

Having no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness is not
enough. Paul writes: “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness, but rather reprove them. For it is a shame even to speak of
those things which are done of them in secret. But all things that are
reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make
manifest is light” (Eph. 5:11-13). The Christian must be actively
involved in opposing unfruitful works of darkness. Paul gives three
reasons in this context.

First, the things that are done by the children of disobedience are
objectively shameful. Their very existence is an affront. The only right
response to them is reproof. When David committed adultery with
Bathsheba and had Uriah murdered, God sent Nathan the prophet to
reprove him. David confessed in Psalm 51 the objectively evil nature
of his crime when he said to God: “Against thee, thee only, have I
sinned, and done this evil in thy sight” (Ps. 51:4). Joseph also recog-
nized the objective shame associated with sin when he said to his
seductress: “[H]ow then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against
God?” (Gen. 39:9). Sin must be reproved because it is objectively
shameful and merits reproof!

Second, sin must be reproved so that it can be exposed to others as
the wickedness that it is. Paul illustrates this with the light and darkness
metaphor. Light illuminates and exposes darkness and what is
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happening in the darkness. Thus, the darkness is utterly exposed.
Darkness must be exposed so that it may be avoided. One simply
cannot preach the so-called “positive” truths of Christianity without
also preaching against sin. One cannot guide another aright without
pointing out the pitfalls that lurk in the dark places of a world full of
wickedness.

In my high school days, when schools were still involved in the
driver’s education program in Texas, my driving instructor told us that
we were not allowed to drive through a puddle of water without first
getting out of the car and inspecting the puddle with a stick to see what
was in the puddle. The bottom of the puddle was in “darkness.” Was
there a spike in the puddle? A hole? If so, how deep was it? There was
no way to know without conducting an inspection of it and reproving
it. The Greek word for reprove is elegcho, and it means to convict by
bringing to light, to expose. That is what must be done to the unfruitful
works of darkness. Jesus said:

And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world,
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds
were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither
cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he
that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made
manifest, that they are wrought in God (Jn. 3:19-21).

Third, sin must be reproved so as to demonstrate the character of
the one doing the reproving. It is light that exposes and makes manifest.
Nothing short of light can shine in the darkness. To walk as a child of
light is to exhibit within one’s life the qualities of light. Since the light
of Truth has its origins with God, one exhibits the qualities of God
within one’s life by letting his light shine. Jesus said:

Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot
be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the
house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven
(Mt. 5:14-16).

When the children of light expose the unfruitful works of darkness,
God is glorified, because the true Light is hoisted for all to see. When
the world sees this light, there is hope for their reconciliation to God
through His Son, Jesus, and that is what all the children of the Father
should desire—the reconciliation of God’s creation with Himself.
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CONCLUSION

Unfruitful works of darkness are out of harmony with the nature of
God. Unfruitful works of darkness are inherently selfish. Unfruitful
works of darkness are destructive to those who practice them. Unfruit-
ful works of darkness will cause those who practice them to suffer the
wrath of God. Those who deceive others to engage in unfruitful works
of darkness are false teachers, liars, who will cause others to suffer
God’s wrath. For these reasons, the Christian must have no fellowship
either with those who practice unfruitful works of darkness or those
who teach others to engage in unfruitful works of darkness. Both, those
who do these things and those who approve of them, will be equally
condemned (Rom. 1:32). In closing, remember the apostle’s words:
“Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things
cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience” (Eph. 5:6).

ENDNOTES
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110.
3 Everett Ferguson, Backgrounds of Early Christianity (Grand Rapids,
MI: Eerdman’s Publishing Company, 2003), 198-199.
4 Harry Thurston Peck, Harpers Dictionary of Classical Antiquities:
“Artemis” <http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/ text?doc=Perseus:
text:1999.04.0062:entry=artemis-harpers?>
5 Bruce Metzger, A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament
(Stuttgart, DE: Stuttgart German Bible Society, 2002), 539-540.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


